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Foreword 

Melville  "adison  Bigelow  was  born  I84.6,  Ecton  Rapids,  Mchlgan,   the 
eon  of  a  Methodist  minister.       His  grandfather,  Job  Blgelow  bad  come  out 
to  Michigan  with  his  femily  iu  1826  from  the  Lebanon  Valley  in  New  York 
state.       Job's  grandfather,  Jabez  Bigelow,  had  been  one  of  the  e  rile at 
settlers  there  and  a  large  landholder. 

Melville   studied  Law,  got  his  AB  at  Mich  University  1866j   admitted 
to  the  Bar  at  Boston,  Mass.  1868,  received  his  KA  and  FhD  degrees  fi .m 
Harvard  1879.       He  became  a  rrofasBor  of  Law  at  Boston  University,  wa? 
the  author  of  several  legal  textbooks  and  learned  articles  and  was  in 
demand   as  a  lecturer.       He  made  at  least  three  trips  to  England  in  con- 
nection with  his  legal   career.        He  was  made  a  ho'norary  member  of  the 
Athenaeum  Club  of  London  (England's  le£.ding  literary  society)  I889, 
139A  and  1879. 

Melville  married,  I869,  Elizabeth  Chpmberlln  of  Boston-three  chlldren- 
tvo  girls  who  died  y  ung  and  a  son  Leslie  who  also  prepared  for  the  Law 
at  Harvard  but  died  in  Mexch  I898,  Just  before  graduation.       Elizabeth 
died  1861.       Melville  married,   socond,   Cornelia  Reed  of  Boston  in  1883. 
She  died  1092.        Re  married  for  th-j  third  time  Ali.-e  Bradford,   also  of 
Boston  in  1898,       Melville  died  in  1921.       Alice  presumeably  survived  him. 

"Cousin  Ra.chel*'  was  a  first  cousin  of  Melville's  graiKifather,  and  like- 
wise was  born  in  Lebajion,  N.Y,,  1805.       Che  married  Jesse  Van  Ness,  brother 
of  Peter  Van  Ness,  both  from  tho  Maiden  Bridge  area  of  New  York  state. 
With  Jesse  and  their  family  she  removed  to  Illinois  and  then  to  West  PAftnt, 
Col\imbia  Co.   Wis.   in  1850.       The   "Detxr  Cousin  Elnma"  of  all  except  the  first 
letter,  was  Rachel's  daughter,  who  married  Jpjtios  Richmond,  and  with  him 
continued  on  Jssae's  farm.       They  were  the  parents  of  Harry  C.  and 
Gilbert  Riclmond. 

„., —  ~-  .  -         Laurence  P.  Rlchaiond 
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(AddrtsBcd  to  "Ktb.  Rachol  H.  Vcm  lfoss«  Lodl»  Columbia  Co.  Wia.) 

15  Buckingham  Bt. 

I  Imp*  I   ■■■  mi  tro..  .'Ijjijy^.;    .■       r.^  Caabridg*,  Mass. 

:■    ,  Sapt.  15,  1896. 

Dear  Couain,        ^  ^-i-'-  ^»  t^,:yi'--'.     :..  :r?-ay,  »  y-- :  f 

Aa  you  vrill  be  auzprised  to  haar  of  anotbar  cpuaio^  I  must 

first  tall  you  that  I  em  a  grandson  of  yotir  first  oousiQi  Gardner  Bigalov, 
of  Kav  Labanon  (Haw  lork).       ity  father  was  VilliatB  E.  Bigelovi  aldaat  son 

of  Gardnar,  awawaa  born  as  you  will  probably  reaiMibar,  at  Hew  Labaac. 

)^  grandfather  died  in  Miohigatt  in  1838,  and  ny  father  died  there  in  1890* 

I  haTs  been  living  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  vith  an  office  in  Boston,  sinoe 

1870. 

Uith  this  explanation,  1  proceed,  after  having  written  to  your  sister, 
Mrs.  Briggs.   What  I  should  like  tp  know  relates  to  your  grandfather's 
faally,  especially  to  your  grandAither  Bigelow,  uiiy  great-grea^^-  grandmother. 

Do  you  remember  hearing  that  her  maiden  noae  was  flderkin  ?  And 
that  whan  she  married  9abes  Bigelow  she  was  tba  widow  Arery-  haTing  lest 
her  first  husband  soon  after  her  marriag^o  hlmT   Sueh  was  no  doubt  the 
oasa,  but  I  should  like  to  know  whether  you  Bsts  any  recellaotioD  af  haT<- 
ing  heard  the  faots« 

Also  do  you  remember  to  hare  haard  axfythlng  about  the  personal  appear- 
enoa  of  your  grandmother  BLgtloMl^  or  anything  else  about  her?   Her  first 
name,  you  know,  was  Susanna.   Have  you  a  family  Bible  containing  the  rao- 
ord  of  the  marriage  of  Jabat  &  Susanna,  and  if  you  have,  will  you  kindly 
•and  ma  an  exact  copy  of  it  and  of  anything  else  relating  to  them  t 

Just  one  question  mora-  Do  you  remoiber  that  the  maiden  name  of  your 
grandfather'  a  grandmother  was  Raohal  GalaT   And  was  not  your  father  naaad 
for  hart   And  her  husband' •  nana,  QarahoH? 

(Continued) 


Sept.  15,  1896  Cont'd) 

I  hc^«  I  em  not  troubling  70U  too  muoh,  but  if  you  vill  ask  ac^e  one 
of  your  family  to  vrite  me  for  you,  in  reply,  I  vill  est««i  it  &  great 
favor  &  kindneBfl. 

lours  veiy  truly,  -  '''"''"    '  ' 
I  hope  to  visit  your  sister 
soon  after  my  return  to  Cambridge  •       //»//  Melville  M.  Bigelow 
I  direct  this  from  my  heme,  but  am 
in  fact  in  the  White  Moiwtains  just 
now,  taking  a  short  vacation • 
Kindly  answer  soon.  ■^-'i;  ^r^^^  :   ■•^'  ■•^■-*,  -'  ■■'"'■'' 

(^Notei   All  following  letters  wore  addressed  to  Bmna  Van  Hess  (Mrs*, 
James)  RLohmond,  daughter  of  Rachel  Bigelow  (Mrs.  Jesse)  Van  Ness)) 

-^■■''^"'^     •  "'   15  Buckingham  St. 

.^.      ■      ■    ,        Cambridge,  Sept.  29,  I896. 
Dear  Cousin, 

I  hope  you  will  consider  me  your  coualnj  the  descendants  of 
Jabea  and  Susanna  Bigelow  are  not  very  remote  kindred  in  aiy  case, 

H-vas  very  kind  and  good  of  you  to  jmswer  my  letter  at  onoe.   I  /^^ 
should  have  dalfle  the  same  bjr  jetl  but  that  I  was  away  frcm  home  and  your 
letter,  8trangel7  enough,  was  not  forwarded  to  ao.   I  havo  Just  returned 
frcan  the  White  Mountains  &  find  your  letter  on  my  table.   .  .-.^^  ;,\^    f ..--. 

What  you  say  is  most  interesting.   At  first  I  was  rather  pussled  about 
the  Waterman  phase  of  the  case,  espeoially  as  I  had  been  investigating 
our  Bigelow  family  history  for  years.   But  several  ea^jlanatloni  have  //  ^> 
oooorred  to  me  in  regard  to  the  apparent  discrepancy^  .  ^^f^ 

First,  Susanna  Elderkin's  father  died  when  she  was  a  young  girl,  leaving 
property  to  her.   This  required  that  she  have  a  guardian*   Now  very 
likely  her  guardian's  name  was  Waterman,  and  she  lived  with  him  and  took 
his  name-perhaps  was  legally  adopted  bjT  hlmo   That  was  no  unconnion  thing 
then  and  is  not  uncommon  now,  as  you  know.   I,  Bgrself  know  of  oases  of 
the  kind. 


...Ji- 
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(Sept.  29,  1896  Cont'd) 

Seoondly,  it  may  be  that  Susaans  ELderkln  had  a  haiBt>a»5  naB»<l  Wat«r- 
a&n  baf©re  sha  aarriad  Jabaa  Blgalow,  She  was  30  years  of  age  whan  aha 
marriad  Jabaa* 

""^'  Thirdly,  aay  it  no^  that  tha  maiden  name  of  Qale  Bigelov«a  vifa'a 
8»tbar  (His  vifa  vaa  a  Pratt,  I  balleva)  was  V/aterman?   In  that  oaae,  too 
your  Bother'  s  grandmother  would  be  a  Waterman,  as  she  seys. 

But  the  first  of  these  explanations  seems  to  be  the  most  probable. 

At  aqy  rate,  the  evidence  la  very  clear  that  the  wife  of  Jabee  Bigalow 

Senior  was  Susanna,  daughter  of  John  Elder^^' whatever  name  ehe  bore  in 

early  life.   I  have  an  original  letter  written  in  1764  by  James  ElderkUi 

to  his  son  James,  in  vhloh,  replying  it  seems  to  ^    Inquiry  ,  the  writer 

elves  a  list  of  ell  the  children  of  Jabea  and  Susanna  and  then  states  their 
*  Hebron 

Marriage,  Oot.  10,  1752,   The  list  is  correct  as  shown  bj  the/records, 

viaere  they  were  bom*   Oale  Is  not  mentioned,  but  w  he  was  not  bom  untU 

1766,  twe  ^a^  yeare  after  the  letter  was  written. 

The  date  of  Susanna  Elderkla's  birth  (ty  Norwich  Conn,  Records)  oorr- 

esponds  exactly  with  the  statement  on  the  tombstone  at  Hew  Lebanon. 

Further,  she  was  born  &  lived  at  lorwioh  (3onn»  and  Jabea  Bigelow  Senior 

lived  there  too  in  1752,  until  Rot.  of  that  year,  when  be  sold  his  farm 

m  Morwioh  and  moved  to  Hebron.   This  shown  by  records  of  deeds  of  which 

I  have  an  offieialV^^^He  is  described  in  one  as  "Jabea  Bigelow  of  Rorwloh 

In  the  county  of  Hew  London  and  Colony  of  Connecticut"*   There  were  very 

few  inhabitants  in  Norwich  at  that  time,  amd  it  was  unlikely  thi^jjjfl^ 

another  Susanna  there  who  waa  30  years  of  age,  aa  Susanna  Slderkin  was  ft 
as  the  wife  of  Jabes  Bigelow  was. 

Besides  this,  I  have  two  letters  fron  Aunt  rranoes  Bigelow,  widow  of 


r.jl 


<■..«■ 


(Sept.  29,  1896,  Cont'd) 

AuguatuSf  In  each  of  which  she  seys  that  Jabea  Blgelov  Sanior  married 
Suaaona  SLderkln  and  In  on«  of  them  gives  the  data,  Oot*  10,  1752*   And 
Aunt  Franols  often  spoke  of  the  Elderklns  &  eeems  to  have  knovm  some  of 

theH«  •■■■•■ '■       ^'.^■'-  ;■■  ':':Sp^S:iil\-i'{ 

Vhat  I  have  stated  for  mjrself  is  taken  frcn  the  offloial  records  of 
Horwioh  &  Hebron,  of  the  times  referred  to. 

■^     But  now  I  must  tell  you  something  of  the  greatest  lntere<it  about 
Susanna  Elderkin  (or  Vateman)  wife  of  Jabes  Bigelow.       She  was  a  lineal 
descendant  of  King  Edward  the  First,  of  England,  lay  his  first  wife,  Eleanor, 
Daughter  of  the  King  of  Castile,  Spain*      This  shown  eonolusively  by  off- 
loial records  in  London,  with  which  I  am  fajnlliar*      Our  own  pedigrees 
has  aceordingly  been  recorded  in  the  Queen's  Books  of  the  Herald's  Ooll- 
ege,  X*endon,  back  to  King  Edward   (through  the  Elderklns^  wltlj^t  a  break* 

I  ea  leaving  today  for  a  little  viiit  to  Mrs*  Briggs  &  on  lay  rettrrn  y- 
will  send  you  a  chart  showing  our  ancestry  as  above  stated* 

Will  you  kindly  write  again  on  receiving  this,  and  tell  me  what  you 
&  your  mother  think  of  all  this? 

I  have  been  writing  in  great  haste  it  oould  say  auoh  mors,  if  I  had  k 

time*  .-  ■■     --•         ■••-V,     >^*mm     '^.-.f    a;.;^^  '-■'■)..■!     •JjyTinifiJ' 

With  kindest  regards  to  you  all,  believe  me  ?  ,r&v 

Tour  very  truly 
?^  pr^^^iA  Earl  of  r«x,v.  ;.  -.^  „«y.  -  ^^  MelviUe  M.  Bigelow 

'^'   I  wonder  if  your  motlwr  remembers  «y  grandfather,  Gardner  Bigelow? 
Be  removed  from  fron  New  Lebanon,  with  his  family  (my  father  %*  being 
his  eldest  child)  in  1826.   Hailed  in  Michigan  in  1838,  as  did  my 
father  in  1890* 


t-  a 


.•    :'t-t. 


15  Buckingham  St. 
■^"^  Cambridge,  Masa* 

Oot.  U,  1896      _^.,,, 

^  Dear  Cousin,  ^^^^.  ^^^^^  ^     fta«.;  W.  nt 

lour  v«ry  kind  l«tt«r  of  Get*  A  was  thankfully  reo«i7»4 
two  or  thre*  days  ago,  and  has  been  read  orer  mora  than  once.       I  am  de- 
lighted to  find  you  and  your  mother  ao  muoh  Interested  In  the  ancestry  of 
our  family.       lou  will  receive  with  this  letter,  I  hope,  a  copy  of  tha     , 
chart  that  tells  tlie  fascinating  story  of  our  descent  froa  King  Edward    - 
and  Queen  Eleanor,  through  the  Roblest  blood  of  England,  the  Earls  of  fba 
Hereford  &  of  Devonshire,  and  the  famous  families  of  Grenville  and  Drake, 
No  fairy  tale  can  compete  with  it  in  fascination-be cause  it  is  all  true, 

lou  will  see  that  the  line,  back  of  Edward  lat  (not  to  mention    Edward's 
royal  forefathers  and  foremothers)  runs  to  those  of  the  great  Earls  who 
\dm.  forced  the  hand  of  King  John-hlmself  our  not-so-good  anoeetor— ■  to 
grant  the  Great  Charter  of  KngliBh  liberties.  Magna  Charta,       Those  three 
Earls,  Hereford,  Oxford,  &  Winchester,  all  very  near  royalty,  &  the  first 
one  afterwards  intermarried  with  royalty  in  the  daughter  of  Edward  the 
First-  those  three  Earls,  I  say,  uer*  elected  guardians  of  Jhe  Gre^^ 
Charter.      18»7  and  the  rest  had  secured  froa  the  King,       Could  anything 
be  more  interesting,  or  a  cause  of  greater  pride?      But  I  could  tell  yon 
much  more,  df  much  more  recent  times* 

The  present  Earl  of  Devon,  by  the  way,  from  whom  I  have  several 
letters  on  the  subject,  is  a  descendant  of  the  Margaret  (Grand-daughter 
of  Edward  I)  who  married  Hugh  Courtenay,  Earl  of  Devon,  and  his  own 
family  name  is  Courtenay*       Ite  is  much  interested  in  our  connection  \dLth 
his  family,      Margaret's  father,  HuEnphwy  de  Bofaun  (4th),  Earl  of  Here- 
ford, has  been  called iThe  most  distinguished  nobleman  of  his  day,"       Of 
•uoh  ancestry  are  weV  ^,^,^   ,^^j.  „,r 

As  to  the  name  Uatermaa,  I  fahlak  that  the  probable  ejqplanation  is  that 
Jabes  Bigelov*s  wife  Susanna  was  brought  up  among  the  Watermans  after  her 


;;;r  silfu    i 


>       ■',•?  ■    ii'/t-n'.  ;,  -  x>tr'  ?' 


Oct.  11,  1896  Contd) 

father's  dsath;    Th«  Elderklns  6  VetermanB,  as  I  hava  found  mxk  einoe 
my  laat  lattar,  vers  of  the  same  place,  Norvioh,  and  had  intcm«jrrl«d » 
This  only  Susanna  tfatenuuiy  so  far  as  I  hare  been  able  to  find,  was  of 
Prpvidenoe,  and  she  was  born  in  1733  &  die^  in  1606,  having  ntarried  a 
JaoksoB.   Our  Susanna  vas  born  in  1772  &  die 4  in  1797,  as  the  tombstone 
at  Kev  Lebanon  ehov8» 

SometiBiea  when  jrour  mother's  mind  appears  pELrticularily  clear,  perhaps 
70U  vill  suggest  this  St  ather  esqjlanations  of  the  name  Uatenaan  in  our  t 
family*   She  may  then  reoell  the  subject  better.   But  however  the  name 
happened  to  be  given  to  descendants  of  Jabez  S  Susaxma  Bigelov,  the  evi- 
dence is  perfectly  clear  that  Susanna  was  the  daughter  of  John  Elder- 
kin  of  Uorwich,  Conn»   On  thatk  point,  Cousin  Emma,  you  may  sat  your  mind 
at  rests   ¥e  must  however  try  to  settle  it  how  the  name  Waterman  cems 

in  to  the  family. 

'■    ■    '   "  Elderkin 

By  the  way,  in  a  circular  flourish,  on  the  outside  of  the  old/letter 

of  which  I  spoke,  are  the  letters  "SB",  which,  I  take  it,  are  the  initials 

of  Susanna  Bigelow-a  mark  of  the  genuineness  of  the  letter,  about  which 

indeed  th6re  can  be  no  manner  of  doubt*   The  letter  was  probably  handed 

down  (it  came  to  Aunt  Francis  6  lately  to  me)  from  Esther,  your  mother' a 

Aunt* 

I  shall  have  sotme  other  things  to  send  you  on  the  some  subject,  by  & 
by*   Meanwhile  please  write  mo  again  very  soot^t  and  with  kindest  wishes 
to  your  good  mother,  yourself  &  all  your  family,  believe  me 
?t  .•«aS.  tiJ«  Affeetionately  yours, 

//•//  Melville  M.  Bigelov 

I  did  not  mean  to  come  to  end  of  this  letter  without  telling  you  that 
I  had  a  delightful  litUe  visit  with  your  aunt,  cousin  Lavinia  Briggs  & 
her  family.   I  found  thea  all  well,  though  your  aiint  &  uncle  are  very 


^m  ■  "-  ,.r, 


h  t' 


w-  lif.  ♦,•>• . 


i-    ^SJ'       :::  fs-i'-  bt^ 


(Oot.  U,  1896  Contfd) 

fMbl«.      Mentally  th»y  ar«  reaarkably  clear  for  people  of  their  age,  but 
pftaically  they  are  allpplng  away.       They  will  go  to  Heaven,  Tery  soon  I 
fear* 

They  were  neat  lntereat«d  in  theix  dl^ooveiy  of  their  r<>yal  lineage, 
you  Bay  well  believe,       I  to«k  a  chart  to  them.       They  had  no  knowledge 
vfa»re  the  caae  Uateraan  csae  frcm* 

Queen  Eleanor  waa  probably  the  noblest  and  beet  of  all  the  Queens 
tUl  Vlotoria« 


Kotet       A  brother  of  "Ceusia 

nased  Waterman  Van  Keg««    itP',<i;«i 

«     «    « 


f    »    *    »     --  ■ 

Van  Hess  Rlcbsond,  above,  had  been 


fs:      7n*--   ISUip.'y.r.-;6,    <KDi,^lH»fc    V'vm..t';^ 


IS  BuckinghaiB  St, 
Cambridge,  Mas0* 
Oct.  26,  1896 


:iaii^^.} 


Dear  Cousin 


efcjr  ««  «hja       c; 


The  words  around  the  seal  are 
"HuB^hrey  do  Bohua,  Earl  of 
Hereford  &  Essex* 


I  must  drop  you 
a  line  if  for  no  other  reason  to 
tell  that  I  have  just  received 
from  England  a  most  beautiful  copy, 
from  the  Qmen' s  books  of  the 
Herald's  College,  of  our  "Royal 
Lineage",  as  it  is  entlUed,       It 
is  the  same  as  our  chart,  but  with 
more  or  less  detail  of  facts  in  re- 
gard to  the  persons  named.       It  is 
exquisitely  done  in  pen  A  ink,  with 
coats  of  anas  of  the  King,  the  Bohuns, 
the  Courtenays,  the  Qrenvllles  &  the  Drakes.       I  wish  you  could  see  itj  you 
eould  feast  your  eyes  upon  it» 


■»t^ 


1=    ■.:,•*  3*c^,. 


(Oct, 26,  1896  Cont&ti) 

The  figure  at  the  top  of  this  page  is  a  fao-slmlle  of  the  seal  of  the 
Hun5)hrey  d«  Bohua  who  married  the  king' a  daughter,  as  it  appears  today 
attached  to  his  will  dated  la  1319. 

i,«    I  vdll  send  you  with  this  letter  a  copy  of  some  artioles  I  wrote  not 
long  age  on  the  Bohuns  and  their  wills.       From  them  you  will  see  how  enor- 
moualjr  wealthy  the  family  were-  the  wealthiest  perhaps  in  England  then  or 
sinoc. 

By  the  way  I  woiKier  if  your  mother  remembers  the  story  of  the  frogs  •f 
Windham-the  faooue  story  of  the  fSright  the  frogs  of  the  town  gave  to  the 
peopltfihere  one^ark  night  about  150  years  ago.     Some  excited  people  hearing 
strange  noises  which  they  took  for  shouts  of  the  Indians,  cried  out  that 
the  Indians  were  coming  &  were  calling  for  "Ool,  Dyer "-and  for  "Elderkin 
too",  "and  KLderkin  too»        Doe*  the  stoiy  bring  the  name  ELderkin  to 
your  mother's  memory?      The  ELderkin  wanted  was  C5ol,  Jedeliah,  brother 
of  our  Susanna»  against  whom  tl»  Indiana  had  a  grudge.      Of  coxxrse  the 
IndAans*   shout  proired  to  be  the  croaking  of  the  frogs,  which  for  some  rea- 
son had  moved  out  of  the  pond  en  masse,  in  great  trouble.       The  story  Is 
historlci  It  appears  in  the  books,  &  what  is  particularily  interesting  to 
us.  It  has  come  down  in  our  Bigelow  family  as  a  story  relating  to  the 
family,      lour  aunt,  Mrs.  Brlggs  reBwabered  it  as  soon  as  I  mentioned  it, 
saying  that  she  used  to  hear  her  brother  Ralph  tell  it.       She  also  re- 
membered hearing  of  Norwich-  the  place  where  Susanna  was  bom. 

I  have  written  to  Mrs.  Robinson,  but  have  no  anrwer  yet.       I  cannot 
tell  you  how  much  ytjur  kind  letter  in(Jferested  and  pleased  m*«       I  am         ,j, 
sure  you  will  write  to  me  agaia  soon.      My  affectionate  regards  to  yott 

all. 

Ever  ydurs  truly, 

//a//  Melville  M.  Bigelow 

I  intended  to  tell  you  something  of  my  family,  but  must  leave  that  for 
another  letter.   I  wish  you  would  tell  me  some  of  the  remixxisoes  of  your 
mother  about  my  grandfather,  Gardner  Bigelow. 


s  S    • 

A     ! 


r>        ' 


"  ;?   c  >  i.\  r  ■; 


(Ei>v,  ).»» lev-,  'ifixv- 

15  Buckingham  St. 
Cambridge,  Uov.  16, "96. 

Ky  dear  Ooueln, 

>■;,..-., I.  I  was  glad  indeed  to  receive  your  kind  letter  of  a  veek  ago. 

Letters  from  three  cousins  of  the  Eev  Lebanon  race  came  the  same  day-yourSf 

one  froD  Violet  Robison  of  Newark,  N.J.,  and  one  from  Frances  Bigelov  of 

Elkhart,  Indiana,  grand  daughter  of  Aug^ustus  it  Frances  B.       Dncle  Augustus 

was  my  grandfather' s  youngest  brother.       He  died  in  Elkhart  in  1882,  and 

his  widow  died  in  1893*       tour  mother  must  have  known  thea  both.       Aunt 

Frances  remained  well  £  strong  &  in  full  possession  of  her  faculties  to  the 

last.       She  lived  with  her  son,  Janes  Augustus,  at  Elkhart* 

I  fear  that  the  Job  Gardner  of  whom  you  speak  d^s  a  relative  of  Bine, 

and  I  aa  sorry  he  is  not  a  good  man.       Grandfatberkx  Bigelow's  mother  was 

Khey  Qardner,  of  Stephenton  adjoining  New  Lebanon,  and  I  suppose  that  her 

father's  name  wag  Job.       lour  Job  Qardner' s  father  went,  I  understand,  froa 

the  same  place.       He  oug^t  to  ashemed  to  bxdng  reproach  upon  so  good  a  nane 

as  that  of  Gardner.       The  Gardners  went  frcxn  Rhode  Island  &  were  among  the 

very  best  people  there. 

I  have  had  a  thorough  examination  made  of  the  town  records  of  Norwich, 

the  results  of  \Mch  is  to  bring  out  the  intimacy  &  relationship  of  the 

yBigelow 
KLderkia  £  Waterman  familie8»       Susanna,  wife  of  Jabe/,  had  an  Aunt  Betty 

Water-man  Elderkin  about  her  own  age-a  little  younger-  and  the  two  families 
visited  each  other,  probably  often,  after  Jabes  moved  to  Hebron,  15  miles 
trom  Norwich.       The  children  of  course  were  intimate,  and  what  more  natur- 
al when  many  years  afterward  Jabes  moved  to  the  wilderness  of  New  Lebanon, 
(Canaan  as  it  then  was)  they  should  name  name  some  of  their  children  & 
grandchildren  Waterman^       That  was  the  name  of  Susanna  Bigelow's  relations 
&  neighbors  In  Conn.,  and  how  easy,  long  afterwards,  to  confuse  Susanna 
Bigelow  with  her  Waterman  kinfolk.       That,  it  seems  to  me,  is  a  more  prob- 
ejqplanation  of  the  igUtau  idea  of  your  mother'  s  that  Susanna'  s  maiden  nesie 


^  '*■:  '     t   ii-':%Hlsj»  u;t    ■ -^ 
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(Hot.  16,  1896,  Cont'd)  jL .  ,^  , 

vas  Watermsui*   Thsre  was  no  Waterman  whos*  age  agreed  with  the  inscription 

on  the  tombstone  &t  Nev  Lebanon  or  vith  the  Elderkin  Letter* 

I  think  ve  have  It  all  eleared  up  now,  don't  you?  AoA   how  does  this 
explanation  strike  your  mother?  ,,.j  .^  ^^^^  ^y^   ,,,.. 

The  Roblsons  could  not  give  me  any  informatioQ  about  Susanna.   I  sent 
them  a  copy  of  the  Family  Tree* 

Is  your  brother  Waterman  Gale  living? 

As  to  Bjy  own  family,  it  consists  offlLy  of  myself  and  son.   I  have  pros- 
pered in  a  worldly  point  of  viewj  but  bereavement  after  bereavement  has  fol- 
lowed Bw,  beginning  twenty  years  ago  this  month  with  the  death  of  my  two  k 
only  daughters.   A  little  later  their  mother  followed  them;  four  years  ago 

my  seconft  wife  died)  and  In  the  meantime  I  had  lost  father,  mother,  and  a 

tried 
Bost  beautiful  and  accomplished  sister.   But  I  have/jtioiK  to  keep  a  steady 

heart  through  it  all-  a  difficult  task  sometimes,    oy  f.^jj.  ,,.^».;k  /r'  :> 

I  have  a  sister  in  Chicago  vdaom  I  hope  you  will  vlsit-my  only  sister. 
She  is  a  lovely  woman  &  mother  &  would  be  delighted  to  see  you.   Her  name 
la  Mrs.  Jennie  M.  Ripley  (Mrs.  Royal  H,R,)| residence  189  Saoremento  Aveo 
It  is  possible  IT  may  go  to  Chicago  next  spring.   If  I  do,  I  mean  to  aoce^t 
your  invitation  &  make  you  a  little  visit.   But  I  may  go  to  England;  in 
that  case  I  shall  have  to  postpone  the  Chicago  &  Lodi  visits. 

Give  ay  love  to  your  mother.  I  hope  she  is  well.  Please  write  to  me 
again  very  soon  &  tell  about  yourself  &  yoiu-s.  It  will  give  me  the  great- 
est pleasure,        tir«-  St'  '  ^-.  .  - ^  ^.^i 

bow  f«T  r.l  .  j^   Affeotionally  yours. 

//b//  Melville  M.  Bigelow  .,;;), .   x 

I  was  50  years  old  in  August.  ^ 

Do  you  have  in  i*each  Green's  Short  History  of  the  EngLish  People?   y.^. 
It  is  the  best  history  of  England  In  one  volugne. 


U         *    ^-^     .,<^?^-       'M     :  - 


)1.  ^fC, 


u 


(»T*v;.  12,  :-v'7,  C<JiV»  .  ,  15  Buckingham  St. 

(Cambridge,  Mass.) 
•pi^-lt^    -f»  U:  :  f9Wnoh    r     .<  Jan.  12,«96  (Should  be  '97) 

Ify  dear  6ou8lii| 

I  owe  ]iou  a  good  apology  for  delaying  ao  long  to  ansver  your 
nost  Interesting  letter  written  before  the  holidays,  and  the  ones  since  oome 
to  hand.   But  the  holiday  season,  &  before  &  sinoe,  found  me  occupied  with 
a  good  many  things,  &  so  I  have  waited  for  a  more  convenient  season. 

The  problem  you  put  is  as  troublesome  ijo  doubt  to  me  as  to  you.   We  are 
Indeed  fallen  on  evil  times.   I  am  inclined  to  think,  after  scue  obserration 
&  study  that  we  are  having  a  reaotion  -  That  we  are  passing  through  one  of 
those  transitions  which  are  apt  to  occur  once  or  twice  in  the  covirse  of  a 
centux7*   '^*  reaction  this  time  seems  toAae  to  be  from  the  state  of  things 
caused  largely  by  our  late  war*   That  produced  as  you  know  cm  inflation  of 
almost  everything-not  merely  of  prices,  but  of  all  sorts  of  ideas.   The 
notion  that  men  may  get  rich  at  once,  for  instance,  by  fair  means  or  foul. 
Steady  going  ways  were  abandoned  &  morals  thrown  to  the  winds  as  an  impedi- 
ment} not  thank  God,  tfy  everybody,  but  alas  Ijsr   thousands  &  thousands. 
That  to  my  oldfashioned  way  of  thinking  is  the  worst  feature  of  the  timeso 
A  return  to  the^  more  sober  &  moral  ways  of  former  generations  is  the  great 
thing  needed*   More  than  that,  a  genuine,  earnest  &  pervading  Christianity- 
is,  I  beliive,  the  great  thing  needed  by  America  &  ly  the  world.   The  llveg 
of  men,  down  deep  in  the  very  spring  of  action,  need  to  be  wrought  upon  ty 
the  spirit  of  Christ.   Then  Christianity,  followed  by  soiaid  insteal  of  a 
mere  s\$>erficial  &  unreal  education,  will  bring  about  mighty  changess  But 
how  far  off  the  general  acceptance  of  the  Gospel  appears  to  be,     i,  r-s.  a 
t  This,  I  think,  is  the  root  of  the  matter.   But  there  other  things,   I 
doubt  if  evenjtftar  we  have  passed  throughthis  transition  state,  regarding 
it  only  in  the  light  of  fluctuating  trade,-!  doubt  if  we,  or  our  children, 
settle  down  to  the  state  of  things  which  existed  when  times  were  good. 


/       V^^aiU--:"      ilf. 


r.i  t:-  r  -     !•. 
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Cy      v;,,«.   T9h.  U.    '■■'■■■■ 
(Jan.  12,  1897,  Cont'd) 

Ccanpetitlon  has  becotte  so  much  greater  than  It  used  to  be  that  prices  of 
fam  procluots  &  of  aost  thlngi  ve  eat,  vear  or  usa  ar«  llkel7  to  remain 
lover  than  they  were  in  the  Eighties.       India  &  RMssia  are  now  mighty 
competitors  with  Merioa  in  the  raising  of  cereals,  &  that  fact  must  have 
a  serious  effect  as  long  as  it  lasts;   and  what  reason  is  there  to  sup- 
pose that  it  will  ever  cease? 

Then  politics,  er  rather  politicians,  are  a  great  hindrance  to  return 
of  prosperity.       Men  are  in  politics,  not  from  patriotism  &  lofty  motives^ 
but  for  what  they  can  make  out  of  it.       In  how  few  of  our  politioians  is 
there  either  conscience  or  moralityj   tuad  how  are  we  to  escape  frcm  their 
grasp,  with  their  machines  &  rings  to  fasten  their  hold  upon  us.       Some- 
day perhaps  good  men,  patriotic  men,  will  unite  &  smash  the  rings  of  the 
ward  politioians.       ^»  must  return  to  the  sober,  s61id  conseznrative  ways 
of  the  men  who  led  us  in  other  tlmes|  we  must  discard  nostrums  &  nostnm- 
mongers*       Virtue,  patriotism  6  honest  toil  are  the  so\irces  of  prosperl'^i 
to  this  add,  as  I  have  said,  Christianity  and  all  will  be  well. 

I  have  given  you  a  long  &  I  fear  ut^rofltable  notion  of  ay  views  of  the 
situation.       Z  wonder  what  you  think  about  it.       I  shall  be  glad  to  hear. 

A  word  about  family  matters  and  I  close,       Leslie,  tay  son,  graduated, 
(A.B.)  At  Harvard  in  1895  &  Is  now  half  way  through  the  Law  Sofeool.       He 
is  23*       He  has  always  been  a  comfort  to  me-  never  once  caused  me  pain, 

1  wonder  if  your  Mother  ever  heard  of  the  sudden  death  of  my  grand- 
father, Qardner  B.       He  was  returning  home   (he  was  living  in  Milford,  Mioh.) 
vlth  his  son  Jebes  in  the  winter  of  183d,  from  Detroit,  and  died  in  the  k 
slelgh-it  is  supposed  from  heart  trouble. 

>fy  father,  Mb,  Enos  B,,  was  a  clergyman  in  Michigan,  of  the  Methodist 


Episcopal  Church,  and  died  at  his  post  in  1890.       Twenty  years  be- 
fore this  I  had  retxirned  to  Massachusetts,  the  home  of  the  earlier  Blge- 
lows-birthplace  of  Jabes,  your  great  gr, father. 

Please  write  soon.       With  love  to  you  all.       Affectionately  yours, 

n    //b//  Melville  H.  Bigelow 


■ :..  J  ..«,.^  ■  J  > 
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Cambridg*,  F«b.  14,  1697. 
I^  de^  Cousin  Etama, 

lotir  very  w»lcc«ne  letter  came/bo  hand  tvo  or  thr«e  dayg 
ago  &  gave  me  great  pleasure.       I  enj07  yovir  letters  very  much  ajid  have 
read  them  all  many  tlmeB.       It  is  nice  to  get  letters  one  likes  to  keep. 
But  how  true  it  is  that  blood  is  thicker  than  water  \       Distance  and  want 
of  face-to-face  acquaintance  make  no  difference.       I  find  that  I  am  as  fond 
of  you  and  your  mother  &  family  as  I  am  of  the  cousins  1  have  always  known^ 
and  I  am  glad  to  believe  that  the  feeling  is  reciprocated  to  any  extent. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  so  much  about  your  good  mother, no, I  did  not  svippose 
that  she  was  bent  and  wrinkled,  though  I  had  heard  nothing  about  her  appear- 
ance,      I  have  never  seen  a  descendant  of  Jabea  &  Susanna  Blgelow  who  looked 
decrepit  In  anyway.       It  appears  to  be  a  physical  trait  of  the  family  to 
grow  old  gracefully  &  without  the  usual  marks  of  ago.       Ky  grandfather 
looktd  fresh  and  had  no  wrlolcids  to  the  last;   and  the  same  is  true  of  his 
brothers  and  sisters.       His  next  younger  brother   (father  was  the  eldest 
of  seven)  Is  75  &  and  was  strong  &  well  last  spring  &  I  suppose  Is  so  still, 
lour  mother  must  remember  him.       His  n«ane  Is  Jabez,  given  for  his  grand- 
father, your  mother's  unole,  of  New  Lebanon.       He  was  called  there   "The 
little  Jabez*-  was  a  favorite  of  his  grandfather  and  remained  at  New  Leb- 
anon with  his  grandfather  after  his  own  father  (Gardner)  had  moved  away. 
There  he  stayed  until  his  grandfather  died,  in  1829.       He  has  lived  for  a 
great  maiy  years  In  Sandusky,  Ohio,  where  he  has  prospered  as  a  lawyer. 
He  is  now  living  in  retirement. 

Tour  aunt,  Mrs.  Brlggs  remembers  him  &  n^  father  very  well  &  has  told 
me  some  funny  stories  about  my  father,  who  was  called  "Little  William". 
Father  Iremembered   «njncle  Gale". 

Your  mother  is  rivalling  her  greatgrandmother  In  age.       As  your  mother's 
life  spans  the  19«g  centuiy,  so  her  greatgrandmother' s  life  spanned  the  18;^. 
Born  in  1702,  Rachel  BlgelowHEaiden  name  Gale-  died  in  1800,       Her  husband's     r^^i^i 
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was  Qerehom.       They  lived  near  Worchester,  Kaas.-pax'sntB  of  Jabez  Bigelov 
of  New  Lebanon.       I  vdsh  I  odtdd  see  your  mother,  and  yourself  too.       It 
would  give  me  the  greatest  pleasure.       Perhaps  that  pleasure  is  in  store 
for  me. 

^      I  am  very  thankful  J.  went  to  see  your  aunt   (&  ray  cousin)  Mrs  Brlggs. 
I  shall  not  forget  the  pleasant  visit  with  the  ma^y  delightdul  ohatb  2  had 
in  the  two  days  I  spent  there.       I  wonder  if  she  is  still  living.       What 
Jrou  say  loaves  little  ground  for  hope,  and  yet  if  she  is  not  to  suffer  & 
retains  her  faculties  I  hope  she  may  live  through  the  winter  and  hear  the 
birds  again  in  the  spring. 

I  can  hardly  tell  you  how  glad  I  was  to  hoar  that  my  thoughts  on  the 
times  gave  you  and  others  comfort.       I  beliive  thoroughly  in  what  is  called 
polltloal  econcmy,  but  political  economy  as  well  as  politics  should  be 
supplemented  by  the  Ctospel  of  our  Savior,  to  aocoraplish  the  most  &  the  highest 
good. 

As  for  pur  {ugltttiMl  religous  denominations,  they  (it  seems  to  me)  are 
only  the  different  families  of  Ctod' s  children.  One  loves  one's  religious 
denomination  muoh  as  one  loves  the  house  of  one' s  father-not  because  it  is 
better  than  others  but  because  it  is  hope.       At  any  rate,  that  is  how  1  feel, 

1  era  sending  you  another  chart,  carried  out  as  you  suggest  for  your  son 
Harry.       I  hope  I  haven't  made  any  mistake.       Let  me  know  if  I  have,  and  I 
will  send  another,  oorreeted. 

And  now,  my  dear  EHsna,  before  I  close  I  want  to  beg  the  favor  of  a  photo- 

gre^h  of  your  mother  and  yourself,  if  you  oan  oonveniently  get  it.       It 

give 
would/me  greatest  pleasure.       Do  you  ever  go  to  Madison?       Perhaps  that  ■ 

would  be  too  muoh  of  an  undertaking  for  your  mother,  and  it  Biay  be  you  have 

a  local  photographer  vrtio  could  come  to  your  house  &  %$^9  a  "snap  shot"  of 
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you  both.       But  if  it  is  not  convenient  nevwr  aind  until  it  is,  though  I 

am  afraid  to  wait  long  in  the  oaae  of  your  mother.  , , 

By  the  wayi  I  vender  if  your  brother  Martin  Would  not  have  a  photograph 
taken  of  the  painting  of  your  father  and  mother,  of  which  you  speak,  and 
send  me  a  oopy.       Would  you  mind  aaklng  him?       That  vrould  be  very  nice  In- 
deed-delightfull       But  that  is  a  great  favor  to  ask-perhaps  too  great. 

I  was  much  interested  in  your  reference  to  your  aunt  Charlotte  luieman. 
I  suppose  she  was  a  daughter  of  Gale  Bigelow.  I  have  heard  of  her  but  did 
not  know  where  she  lived. 

Does  your  mother  remember  i^diere  her  brother  Obadiah  Griswold  got  the 
name  Qriswold?  ,.      -^    ..  .. 

.^     I<y  love  to  your  mother,  yovirself  &  all  yours-write  soon.    ,        , 

Your  affectionate  cousin, 
Leslie  sends  his  love.  //»//      Melville  M.  Bigelow 

»«'■•    \.in»».5  >^;'  '».,.■    i-'O-'    ">■:■  iV>r.    :''■■■>■.•'•'  -  >.■■  ,-.    .  . 

.  ^  ,   .  15  Buckingham  St. 

*"'"  *  '^-■:---    -'tv.^,?.     ■•  :.     March  29,  1897 

h^y  Bear  Cousin,     ■'''■'         ''    '  '''    '  ''  •.  -'^••♦^''  ''■•'     -•      "  '• 

fiyj.    \ ;>■•.-  ;■   J  ^^g  g^^  ^^  j^^^j.  j.j,^  ypy  again,  though  sorry  that  you 
have  been  passing  through  trouble.   I  hope  it  is  all  over  now,  that  is, 
that  you  btb   not  having  ary  more  trouble  and  what  you  have  had  is  not  too 
severe.   So  I  hope  you  are  cheerful  again.   There  is  after  all  more  of 
good  cheer  in  the  world  for  most  of  us  than  of  sadness.   Even  I  can  say 
that,  and  I  have  seen  my  share  of  the  dark  side.   Let  us  then  look  upon 
the  bright  side  of  things  sad  make  the  Bost  &  the  best  of  this  life.   All 
things  will  in  the  end  work  for  good.   There  is  an  article  in  one  of  ay 
papers  which  I  am  sure  will  interest  you  in  regard  to  such  things,  and  I 
am  sending  it  to  you.    -^  *^  -  '  ^^^'^^^  >^  "-  ^^  *^i«>v»ar  ^r.  t^m.    v-  v  :> 

I  had  a  very  Interesting  letter  from  yotir  brother  Martin  a  few  days  ago, 
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which  I  mean  to  answer  boob.  / 
i 
About  a  fortnight  from  i^w  I  «3q)ect  to  go  to  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  where 

I  have  an  annual  engagement  to  give  a  short  course  of  lectures  in  the  Law 
School.       I  have  a  good  many  relatives  in  Eastern  Michigan   (they  are  of  K 
course  relatives  of  yours  also)   and  1  geneKrally  spend  a  week  or  two  among 
them.       It  makes  a  pleasant  outing  for  me.       1  am  fond  of  ray  relatives  & 
always  have  a  good  time  visiting  them,       fhey  are  of  course  the  children  & 
grandchildren  of  grandfather  Gardner  Bigelow,  who  settled  &  died  in  Milford 
about  30  miles  from  Detroit,       Grandfather  owned  there  a  fine,  well-Btooked 
farm  of  200  acres.       The  best  farm  probably  in  the  town.       One  of  his  grajnd- 
Bons,  ay  cousin  Charles  Bigelow,  now  owns  and  lives  upon  part  of  the  orig- 
inal farm,       hty  father's  eldest  sister,  Almy  Ann  (Mrs.  Wilaey)  &  her  hus- 
band are  living  in  the  village  of  Milford  in  their  old*  age.       I  used  to 
visit  them  nearly  every  summer  when  I  was  a  young  child,  and  I  still  go  to 
see  them  on  my  way  to  Ann  Arbor,       Uncle  Andrew  Bigelow,  father's  youngest 
brother,  lives  at  Flint,  Michigan,  about  4.0  miles  north  of  Milford,  and  I 
generally  go  there  too.       Both  my  father  &  my  mother  are  buried  there,      ^^jj^ 
Near  there  also  lived  Aunt  Annie  Blacklngton,  grandfather  Bigelow' s  sister, 
whom  your  mother  you  say  remembers.       She  was  born  in  New  Lebanon  in  1795 
&  died  at  Flint,  Michigan,  in  1888,  at  the  age  of  93.       I  remember  her  well. 
She  was  a  beautiful  &  lovely  old  lady.       She  was  nearly  80  the  last  time  I 
saw  her  &  very  bright  and  active,       I  am  sorry  I  did  not  go  to  see  her  after- 
wards.      There  are  so  many  things  I  should  like  to  have  talked  over  with  her* 
One  of  her  sons  and  her  two  grandsons  i6ig=^rr"twg=grttBeLaottq-  still  live  there. 

Whether  I  shall  go  on  to  Chicago  to  see  my  sister  I  am  not  quite  decided, 
for  I  have  taken  passage  for  Liwrpool  for  the  19t^  of  May  and  that  will  not 
leave  me  much  time  after  I  get  through  with  my  engagement  at  Ann  Arbor, 

les,  Lucy  Claflin  wrote  me  about  her  Bother's  death.       I  am  most  thank- 
ful that  X  went  to  e««  her  mother  last  fall.       She  was  then  feeble  but  In 


- '"     '.      "A  H       ..      1  lil-  t     .•"} -I.,-,   ■?.<■.   ♦»','«>    .^  ■•'('f'*' 
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mental 
full  posse asion  of  her/facultlBS  &  w«  had  bbu/  a  pleaaant  ohat  together. 

Poor  Mm.  Brlggat   It  must  b«  v«ry  hard  for  hlmj  Uit  he  la  not  likely  to 

be  separated  from  hla  wife  rery  long,,  ^-  '  :'^:^"  frteja^i.-.  ■'■'-■  .-  '. 

I  an  rather  dreading  the  voyage  to  England.   I  have  orosaed  the  Atlaatio 
aany  times  but  have  alvaya  had  company  but  onoe,  and  this  tiine  I  otust  go  k 
return  alone.   Leslie  cannot  leave  his  work  in  the  Law  School  to  go  \d.th 
BM).   He  has  been  \d.th  me  twice  over  there,   I  do  not  lik«. going  alone  foar 
fear  I  may  be  taken  Bick#  and  I  may  yet  back  out  of  it. 

But  it  ia  very  nice  after  I  get  to  England,   I  have  many  frienda  there, 
and  it  ia  a  real  holiday  for  me.   Most  of  the  time  I  as  vnriting,  and  in  auoh 
beautifol  placeat   I  divide  my  time  there  between  London,  Oxford,  Cambridge, 
1  the  veat  of  England.   But  England  is  eo  far  away.   I  wish  it  were  nearer* 

I  an  afraid  you  would  think  me  an  anglomaniac  to  hear  me  to  tell  of  mj 
frienda  over  there j  they  make  it  so  pleasant  for  me.    ^-^  '  ';  ■■->> 

But  I  muat  stop  this  rambling. 

Hy  love  to  you  all.   Say  a  good  word  for  especially  to  your  mother,  x 
whose  picture  by  the  way  I  am  anxiously  looking  for,   I  wish  you  would  8«t»i 
youra  with  it.   It  would  give  me  great  pleasure.  *^  ^  *\ip?09e  yo\i  will 

Affeotionally  youra, 
.  ..^...^t^-miiM^m^'^^r^*      ■       //e//  Melville  M.  Bigelow 

Boston,  April  13,  '97, 
lif   Dear  Qousin, 

I  sent  you  a  copy  of  the  chart  for  your  nephew  two  or  three 
day a  ago,  but  didn't  have  time  to  write. 

I  write  Just  a  line  now  to  say  that  I  am  leaving  this  afternoon  for  ft 
places  in  the  west  &  e3q)eot  to  reach  Chicago  about  the  end  of  the  week.   If 
I  oaa  get  the  time,  I  may  go  out  to  Lodi  about  the  middle  of  next  week)  will 
write  from  Chicago  &  let  you  know* 
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If  I  should  be  able  to  make  you  a  little  vlelt  of  a  dey  or  two   (I  oould- 
n't  etay  longer)   I  hope  yott  vdll  not  make  any  "preparations".       1  em  a  plaln^ 
aln^l*  mortal, rather  old-faahlonod,  &  hence  do  not  want  ay  friends  to  put 
themselve^ut  at  all,  when  I  go  to  see  them. 

By  the  way,  do  not  e^qpect  that  the  photograph  looks  perfectly  like  ne, 
because  I  do  not  inow  wear  a  beard.       That  makes  oonalderable  difference  in 
onefs  looks,  you  knove 

«^'  >*^  jf^:'  /  //s// MelvUle  M.  Blgelow 

I  shall  be  with  my  sister,  Mrs.  R.H.Ripley,  in  Chicago,  at  169  Sacrem 
mento  Ave. 

Vh«d^>^vr.*>HP*^x«?Jifpr«.<^y.th^  189  Sacremento  Ave.        '    "'" 

^*^*^  ^ "  '  Chicago,  April  17,  1897. 

}ty  Dear  Cousin, 

I  find  that  I  can  spend  next  Vvtednesday  &  Thursday  with  you, 
&  will  leave  here  next  Wednesday  morning  at  8.15  for  Lodi.       I  do  not  know 
just  KlssKxlikick  what  time  the  train  reaches     Lodi,  but  I  suppose  you  will 
know. 

Therefore  no  more  until  I  see  you. 

Affectionately  yours, 
J   n^.«   .'.v-v   n:-<,     :    ..  ^^    Melville  M.  Bigelov 


if 


UNIVERSITY  of  MICHIGAN  •  ••  -* 

AMH  ARBOR,  MICH.  April  27,  1897. 

Ity  Dear  Cousin  lSim&, 

1  drop  you  a  line  with  little  news  to  tell  further  than 

my  ssfe  return  to  sister  Jennie's  &  my  ocBning  on  kaczm  yesterday  to  Ann  Arbor, 

according  to  programme.  ^ 


■i  '■!■■',  .H.     /''i        .   •) 
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Jennie  and  her  family  vere  pretty  interested  in  what  I  had  to  tell | them 
about  my  visit  among  the  cousina  at  Lodl,  and  egpecially  with  what  1,  had  to 
say  about  your  mother.   I  vaa  myself  surprised  to  find  Couein  Rachel  so  well 
and  so  bright.   I  had  been  thinking  before  I  saw  her  that  it  was  a  great  pity 
I  oould  not  have  ceen  hei;.  years  ago,  for  now  she  might  not  fully  xaai±xKX 
recall  who  I  was  or  the  many  facts  I  wanted  to  inquire  about.   But  .he  trujh 
was,  she  knew  everything  I  expected  or  could  have  been  expected  to  know  had 
she  been  but  seventy  instesd  of  nin«*two.   By  the  way,  1  think  I  forgot  to 
mention  to  you  ^hat  she  talked  with  me  considerably  about  the  Watermans,  m 
Baying  that  her  father  nev^r  said  that  his  mother's  maiden  name  was  Waterman, 
but  only  that  he  talked  so  much  about  the  Waterman  family  that  she  supposed 
&  had  the  firm  apJuiiiui  Impression  that  her  name  was  Waterman,  xintil  she 
heard  the  real  fact  from  me. 

The  Watermans  must  have  been  very  particular  friends  of  his  at  Hebron, 
for  you  know  your  mother  said  that  her  father  gave  the  name  Waterman  to  his 
nephew,  my  grandfather's  brother.    ,  ,.;.,,;?  hnnoxf.^.  w   -   ,  .  -  .  x::  iu   iv 
I  take  great  pleasure  in  recalling  the  visit  with  you  all.   It  was  a  de- 
lightful trip  for  me  &  will  not  be  forgotten,  1  assure  you.   I  want  Jeanie 
to  see  you  very  much,  but  she  is  rather  diffident  about  going  alone.   Per- 
haps she  will  go  with  me  when  I  make  my  next  visit  to  Lodi.    .,^    •.  .,,^•^ 
I  have  giv4n  my  first  lecture  &  am  now  to  go  every  day  until  I  get  through. 
I  have  now  made  two  long  trips  that  I  think  of  with  great  pleasure-  one 
to  Hartford,  N.I.,  the  other  to  Lodi,  Wis. 

Ify  love  to  you  ell,  especially  ^o  your  Dear  Mother-  much  in  my  thoughts. 

Affectionately 
//s//  Melville  M.  Bigelow   v.   i^.w 


^8;         .-..■■-A' 


.'..:        '..-     L. 
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PALL  MALL.S.W. 

y-.   <■«..,.  fl«,,/  London,  June  22,  1897 

My  Doar  Cousin,  ■    -   ■         •    .:p  in   ".  Movotgkijii*  o.-;  ..    r.  :• 

w»-jv.iu  T5w,;;v:     I  must  drop  you  a  brief  line  from  the  very  brilliant  scene  I 
have  been  \dtne8sing  this  forenooH-The  Grand  Procession  of  the  Queen<    Jubilee, 
Truly  it  has  been  a  great  eight,  one  of  a  lifetime,  one  not  to  be  forgotten. 
It  really  eeemed,  with  Luther,  that  "All  people  that  on  Earth  do  dwell"  ver« 
here  before  my  eyes,  and  in  what  varying  &  wonderful  ways,  what  strange  & 
pioturesque  oosturaes  in  men  from  far  awayl 

The  military  &  naval  display  through  the  streets  has  been  simply  superb, 
all  parts  of  the  Brditish  Enpire  being  represented-from  America,  from  Austra- 
lia, from  "India's  Coral  StrandC       And  then  at  last  came  the  object  of  all 
this  adoration,  the  Queen.       She  is  you  know  an  old  lady,  though  not  nearly 
as  old  as  your  mother.       She  is  just  past  78  &  looked  as  well  as  she  looked 
happy.       I  had  an  excellent  place  for  s8ein<i  her  &  the  whole  royal  family, 
in  the  noble  bviilding  of  the  famous  Athenaeum  Club,  of  which  I  told  you  &  In 
which  I  am  now  writing.       The  Club  has  again  honored  me  with  membership  in  it 
during  my  stay  in  England,  and  I  have  but  to  look  around  me  to  see  within  its 
spacious  rooms  many  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  England,  and  their  wives 
&  daughters  too. 

lou  will  be  glad  to  know  that  I  shall  soon  have  my  son  with  me.       He  sail a 

for  England  tomorrow  &  by  the  time  you  are  reading  this  will,  I  hope,  have 

Joined  me  in  London.  .  > ;,    inl  ^o4i.vr.lsm  fci,-j   .,.  ■•:.>.>  ^  tho'"-.,;  J;l  f. 

I  am  having  a  delightful  time,       Visiting  with  my  English  in  various  ft 
places,   sitting  with  the  judges  in  court,   such  &  other  like  pleasures  are 
filling  my  time.       I  writ©  only  a  hasty  note,  thinking  that  even  that,  on 
such  an  occasion  as  today,  is  better  than  nothing-at  least  hoping  so. 
N^y  love  to  your  mother  &  to  all. 

Affectionately  yours, 
„  (?ftoi!W  U  &««   so,,>^;hU.  fhU  Melville  M.  Bigelow 

^-«,   *J'i    -iT  ufaoJH  werp   r^r-;   kl'.-^,       ^r-yM  Z.''':->tt  vv  ufe.'    i>:    «  »:;«:■.■-       ^i^ 

^Ift'Uy   lKi7iy»<>  iw   '.V  '^r   iSi  .'.  ^«i4«   ..itxi       "»• 


Mou^tadn  View  House, 
,,,,.:.         t^"  North  Woodstock,  H.H. 

Sept.  12,  1897. 
Ity  Bear  Cousin,  '■  '■'--  - 

Th«s  vo  V     7ou  see  I  am  beck  again  &  up  la  the  White  Mountalna  on  a  sMpp- 
lemental  Taoation-  seeing  that  I  haven't  had  Taoation  enough  alreadjl 

We  arrived  home  safe  and  sound  Aug.  17th,  and  since  then  both  Leslie  &  I 
have  been  posting  about  from  plaoe  to  place,  first  at  the  seaside  &  now  in  the 
White  Mountalne,  though  w©  have  not  been  together  &  are  now. 

But  as  you  will  perhaps  want  to  know  what  h^pened  to  us  in  England,  I 
Kust  go  back.       First  I  Hiust  tell  you  that  I  recelred  your  very  Interesting 
letter  &  read  the  account  of  the  birthday  party  to  your  mother  with  great  In- 
terest*      It  eo  happened  that  the  letter  reached  me,  forwarded  to  the  West  of 
England,  on  the  birthday  of  a  lady  In  whose  family  Leslie  &  I  were  visiting. 
So  of  course  I  told  them  all  about  your  Bother  &  read  that  part  of  your  letter 

which  told  of  the  party  in  Lodi,  four  thousand  miles  away.       J^  friends  were 

surely  have 
all  much  interested  &  would  have/MoCk  sent  their  congratulations  If  they  could 

have  done  so* 

Shortly  after  I  wrote  to  you  from  the  Athenaeum  I  went  over  into  Glouce»- 

tfi-lf shire  for  a  visit  with  Professor  Maitland  and  his  family,  who  have  a 

coiuatry  seat  there»       It  is  a  beautiful  region,  overlooking  the  Severn  River 

in  the  distance,  with  high  hills  &  piotureeque  prospects  in  every  direction* 

While  I  was  there  Leslie  arrived  at  Liverpool  &  went  on  to  London,  and  I  then 

returned  to  the  big  town  to  meet  hla.       We  were  there  together  for  several 

veeks,  during  which  time  I  was  introducing  him  to  my  friends  &  showing  him 

around  the  town.       He  had  a  good  time,  you  may  be  sure.       Some  of  the  Judgee 

Invited  hia  to  coste  &  sit  with  them  in  court-a  favor  ha  greatly  enjoyed*       Us 

Bet  many  distinguished  people.       We  went  then  to  Oxford  for  a  few  days  &  so 

Leslie  had  a  chance  to  see  something  of  the  groat  University  &  some  of  my 

friends  there,  all  of  whom  wore  very  kind*       From  Oxford  we  went  on  a  visit      +"0 

Lord  Justice  Fry's,  for  Lady  Fry  had  kindly  invited  me  to  brihg  Leslie  with    mep 


>■■  •  i    -'U-    w    '•  -It 
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It  was  there  I  waa  staying  when  your  letter  eame  to  hand.   We  remained  there 

nearljr  a  week  &  had  one  of  the  most  agreeable  time  a  imaginable* 

Then  we  went  to  Chetanhaa  for  another  wek,  a  bright  beautiful  town  in  th« 
■Idst  of  a  region  full  of  historic  Interst*   From  that  place  we  made  a  number 
of  pleasant  side  exouraions,  one  of  them  to  Stratford-on  Avon,  the  home,  as 
you'ly'^of  Shakespeare.   It  was  a  most  interesting  place,  full  of  associations 
&  memorials  of  the  great  dramatist. 

Thence  to  Gheater-a  fine  walled  town.   The  wall  is  in  perfect  condition 
in  ita  entire  circuit  of  two  miles.   It  was  a  walled  town  in  the  time  of  the 
Roman  occupation,  but  the  present  wall  is  mainly  of  the  the  time  Alfred  the 
Great,  a  small  matter  of  a  feh»»gand  years. 

Thence  to  Liverpool,  and  thence  home,   I  am  to  stay  here  until  the  end 
of  September,  when  I  return  to  Cambridge.  ,  ^  ,„^^  ..  ,„  ,  _-  ^   ;-  u,   . .  :  .:  •■ 

I  have  kept  this  letter  back  for  two  or  three  days,  to  send  you  a  print 
of  Walton  Cross,  near  London,  from  a  photograph  taken  there,  the  neagatlv© 
of  which  I  have  here.   It  is  the  original  monument,  unchanged,  which  King 
Edward  had  erected  to  the  memory  of  i.iueen  Eleanor,   There  are  three  statues 
Of  the  Quean  in  it.    \^^  ^     .,    .       .  .  ,;,  i,.   ",  ^too.  ^^^^'-  -      -■--''    ->•--- 
<•<  With  loTO  to  you  all,  lour  cousin 

//s//  Melville  M.  Bigelow  :.-, 


15  Buckingham  St.  Cambridge 
Deo,  12  (Year  not  given) 


Ify   Dear  Cousin, 


I  hope  you  do  not  think  that  I  have  really  neglected  jam  to 
answer  your  kind  &  interesting  letter.   The  truth  is,  I  have  hardly  writtin 
a  letter  since  I  returned  to  Cambridge  that  did  require  it  in  answer  to 
Bomathing  urgent, 

I  have  seldom  been  so  pressed  for  time,  and  besides,  part  of  the  time  I 


TM'tx. 
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have  Dot  been  well.       I  am  under  the  doctor's  care  now,  though  going  about 

my  usual  duties.       My  throat  has  been  giving  me  trouble  &  sob*  anxiety  more 
or  less  of  the  time,   since  my  return  from  England.       It  isn't  well  yet,  but  sy 
phyaioian  thlnka  he  can  help  it  much  &  perhaps  cure  it  entirely,  *'  '  ' 

I  have  been  very  busy  with  a  piece  of  literary  work  this  fall-  a  book  on 
Wills,  for  students.       I  an  now  finishing  it  and  expect  to  send  it  to  press 
about  the  first  of  next  month. 

lour  niece  Mrs  Joslyn  wrote  me  a  very  nice  letter  sometime  ago,  in  aok- 
nowledgament  of  a  copy  of  the  remily  tree.       I  haven't  yet  answered  her  letter 
,  but  I  mean  to  do   so  soon,  especially  as  she  gives  me  a  kind  invitation  to 
make  her  a  vlslt-a  thing  I  should  much  like  to  do.       By  the  way,   she  says  la 
her  letter  that  your  mother  has  found   some  paper  that  night  interest  me.       I 
wonder  what  it  is.       Please  let  me  know-send  me  a  copy  of  it  if  it  will  not  be 
too  much  trouble. 

Leslie  is  well  &  getting  on  finely  in  the  Lew  School.       This  la  his  last 
year  in  the  University,  &  next  summer  or  autumn  he  expects  to  begin  the  ser- 
ious business  of  starting  out  in  the  world  for  himself.       He  will  go  into  the 
office  of  a  cousin  of  his,  Judge  Bragg,   in  Boston,  a  man  of  the  hl^^hest  char- 
acter &  standing.  -•     ■;:, 

I  myself  have  not  been  In  active  practice  of  the  law  for  years,  and  that- 
practioe-  is  the  thing  Leslie  wants  t*  enter.       He  is  to  make  an  address  soon 
before  his  club  in  the  Law  School  on  his  experience  on  the  bench  in  Londonl 
Rather  grand.       I  am  not  sure  that  I  told  you  that  Lord  Esher  had  Leslie   (and 
myself)   sit  with  hia  two  or  three  times  in  the  Court  of  Appeal. 

I  hope  yotir  husband  is  in  better  health  than  when  you  wrote,  and  that  you 
are  all  well  and  prospering.       Give  my  love  to  your  mother,  &  believe  me 

Affeetiinately  yours, 

//■//  Melville  M.  Bigelow 
unf.iR5.;i    siiV.W7  «).   i^TMAi,  Vmvv?  ?'.•••.; r;n.    ^    yuT.  How,   jntt  ft  i  fv    u  ••  :'»r>>v. .  li  :.«;  i« 

■M3t,  i\>r- 


.  W^iliii..:  ■   .:,;„  ,i&a<;': 
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Poatmarked  Mar  30,  1898 
V^  dear  Mrs.  Richmond, 

I  write  at  the  requeat  of  my  friend,  Mr.  Melville  M. 
Bigelow.       Hi  a  onljr  son,  Leslie,  died  last  Thursday,  March  24,  aftnr  a  weeKs 
illness.       The  attack  at  first  was  celled  grippe,  but  pneumonia  follo^rfedj 
quickly.       It  is  unaccountable,  but  all  was  done  that  could  be.       The  phys- 
ician says  that  the   system  must  have  been  in  a  condition  to  let  pneumonia 
developjil'  but  why,  no  one  knows.       Mr.   Bigelow  is  utterly  unnerved,  but  he  has 
been  able  to  rest  for  the  last  few  nights.       It  is  impossible  to  tell  how  he 
will  meet  the  future,  for  no  words  can  express  his  loss. 

He  has,  however,  one  of  the  greatest  of  blessings,  in  the  memory  of  a  son 
of  whom  one  of  his  professors  said,  that  he  knew  of  no  young  man  so  deserving 
of  fuuijBK  admiration  and  of  confidence,  and  of  vhom  his  friends  say,  that  they 
were  the  better  for  being  with  him, 

Mr.  Bigelow  is  at  present  with  friends  in  NewtonvUlo,  but  his  address  la 
Cambridge  la  15  Buckingham  St. 

Very  sincerely  yours 
Boston,  March  29,  1898.  //s//  Gertrude  P.  Sheffield 


FAIL  AND  ..  .,^, , 

North  Woodstock,  New  Hampshire, 

Sept.  30,  1899. 


Jfy  Dear  Cousin, 


I  hope  you  have  not  thought  that  I  have  forgotten  agr  WlsoonslB 
to 
kinsfolk,  in  the  long  time  since  you  wrote/me,   I  am  sure  you  will  know  vbj 

I  have  not  written  sooner,  &  that  my  dues  to  youltre  not  the  only  ones  left 
unpaid  since  my  great  bereavement.   But  aow.  Just  as  my  summer  vacation  la 
coiling  to  a  close,  I  must  drop  you  a  line  to  assure  you  that  I  have  not  for- 
gotten the  pleasant  visit  at  your  house  &  all  the  relatives  I  found  there, 
l^   wife  and  I  have  been  spending  Bost  of  the  summer  here  In  the  white 


,■  ■■i'j:,.T,  .'V..    i 
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(S'^pt,  30,  1899  Cont'd) 

Mountains,  whppa  for  some  years  I  have  ovmed  a  small  pieoa  of  land,  In  a  pic- 
ture squer  location.   This  year  we  have  built  a  pretty  Bummer  cottage  on  it 
and  named  the  place-  the  house  &  lot-  "Fayland",  after  the  house  of  a  friend 
of  mine  in  England,  where  my  son  ft  I  visited  two  years  ago. 

We  have  been  enjoying  the  scenery  &  air,  and  especially  our  own  cottage, 
end  have  been  getting  much  benefit  frcai  the  stay  here,  Ue  return  on  Monday 
to  our  home  In  Cambridge,  No.  13  Berkeley  Street » 

And  now  how  are  you  and  your  family,  and  especially  your  mother,  if  she 
is  still  living,  as  I  hope  to  hear  that  she  is. 

I  have  Juat  been  writing  to  your  cousin  Lucy  Claflin,  whom  1  have  not 
heard  from  for  a  long  time,   I  hope  her  father  is  still  living  &  well.   Per- 
haps they  are  not  at  Hartford  now,  but  my  letter  will  no  doubt  be  forwarded 
if  they  have  moved  away. 

Please  write  me  soon  &  tell  me  of  yourself  &  family. 

Kindest  regards  to  ell.    .  , -, 

Af re otionately  yours,  •■  jw 

//a//  Melville  M.  Bigelow 

'•;0  Brnttl*  BtriHit 

13  Berkiley  Street 
Cambridge 

April  16,  1900 

f^  dear  Cousin, 

,.hi*^:^.-.    „•..*.»....  I  cannot  tell  you  how  glad  1  was  to  recolve  the  interesting 

photograph  of  your  mother,  which  cam©  to  hand  unharmed,   ^  laoV.# 

It  is  hard  to  realiae  that  an  own  cousin  of  my  grandfather  Bigelow,  who 

died  more  than  sixty  years  ago,  is  still  living  &.  in  good  health;  for  I  infer 

from  her  looka  that  your  mother  is  still  well,   I  sincerely  hope  that  she  1b ^ 

and  that  she  may  live  much  longer  In  comfort  &  happiness.   Give  her,  please, 

my  love  and  best  wishes.   I  winder  if  she  remembers  me;  for  old  people  are 


J     :i.    :1-  f.i.i 


(  April  16,  1900  Cont'd)  *^ 

not  so  apt  to  remember  recent  exenta  as  those  far  back. 

I  hope  too  that  your  husband' ■  health  has  iiq^roved   this  spring,  &  that 

all  your  family  are  well. 

I  am  feeling  rather  tired  after  the  long  winter's  work-  always  eranething 

of  a  drain  vipon  one's  respurces.       Just  now  I  am  having  a  short  interval  be- 

Law  School  work  here  and  the  same  at  Ann  Arborj  but  I  am  filling  it  up  with 

other  pressing  work.       I  aa  likely  to  be  pressed  for  a  long  time  hereafter, 

on  account  of  some  duties  I  have  recently  agreed  to  assume  for  the  State, 

I  go  to  Ann  Arbor  about  a  fortnight  hence,  for  three  or  four  weeks,  when 

I  must  return  without  delay  to  my  work  here,         t,),?y  y9^ 

Mrs,  Bigelow  has  been  having  the  grip  cjulte  severely,  but  is  over  it  now 

though  not  strong  yet.       She  will  not  be  able  to  go  to  Ann  Arbor  with  me. 

With  all  good  wishes, 

Affectionately  yours, 

'-,.,  //s//    Mel vills  M.  Bigelow 


°    '"  200  Brattle  Street 

,^ 1  .^    .,  Cambridge 

■""*■  June  30,  1902 

Dear  Cousin, 

I  received  a  few  days  ago  the  newspaper  you  sent,  containing  the 

obituary  sketch  of  your  Mother.       I  need  not  say  that  I  was  sorry  to  hear  of 

her  death,  though  of  course  It  was  something  naturally  to  be  looked  for  at 

any  time.       Still  I  had  hoped  she  might  be  able  in  fair  health  to  round  out 

a  hundred  years, 

I  tnast  that  she  was  spared  much  s\iffering  and  that  she  was  able  to  enjoy  h 

her  family  to  the  last.       I  remember  well  the  pleasure  she  used  to  take  when 

I  was  there-  how  she  liked  the  flower  garden     &  how  she  liked  to  go  over  to 

see  ber  grandchildren.       I  only  wish  I  could  have  known  her  many  y«*^«  before. 


''■>iT  cn^j 

"J  '-f .'.  - 
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(June  30,  1902  Cont'd) 

What  pleasure  she  must  have  been  able  to  give  to  all  who  knew  her,  before 

she  began  tfi  fail,  when  memory  etlll  oould  play  its  full  part.       A  lovely 

woman  surely  she  must  always  have  been,  and  now  the   "better  land"  is  etlll 

better  for  her. 

Since  I  last  wrote  you,  we  have  built  a  house  &  moved  into  it.       It  stands 

on  part  of  the  land  of  the  late  Janes  Russell  Lowell,  In  the  midst  of  fine 

trees  &  next  to  the  Lowell  ibdt  park.       It  is  built  in  the  style  of  ai    English 

country  house,  and  we  think  it  very  pretty.       The  house  we  lived  in  before 

was  one  we  rented, 

ny,j,,    I  hope  you  are  all  well  &  prospering.       Ky  kindest  regards  to  you  all. 

Mr.-.     2'7v":.      •  Affectionately  yours, 

//a//  Melville  M.  Bigelow 

Mr  Lowell's  fine  old  mansion,  built  in  1767,  adjoins  us  in  the  rear, 

200  Brattle  Street 
Cambridge 

Nov.   8,  190^ 

My  dear  Cousin, 

I  was  glad  to  hear  from  you  again  and  to  know  where  you  were 
&  how  you  were  faring  these  days. 

I  can  understand  and  appreciate  your  feeling  of  loss  in  the  death  of 
your  husband-  of  which  indeed  I  had  heard  at  the  time.   But  you  are  for- 
tunate in  having  children  near  you  to  help  you  in  your  time  of  trouble. 

that  must  be  a  great  comfort-  possibly  it  is  a  greater  comfort  than  can  be 

not 
fully  realized.   At  the  worst  wo  are/left  alone  in  trouble j  so  we  are 

assured  and  it  oust  and  it  must  be  true  unless  life  itself  id  a  mere 

mockery. 

We  are  now  living  in  a  house  Which  I  built  three  years  ago  on  part  of  the 

large  estate  of  the  late  James  Russell  Lowell,       It  is,  we  think,  very  pleasitnf 


I.-.!:    .:-<-iv>r'i  - ; 


(Nov.  8,  190^  contSd) 
to  livo  inx   *tio  associations  of  mich  a  place.   Here  Mr.  Lowell  vas  borni 

here  ha  lived  a  long  life  or  at  least  his  whole  lifej  here  he  vrrote  moat  of 

hla  works J  and  here  ha  died.   The  old  Lowell  mansion  is  a  beautiful  house, 

of  noble  proportions.   It  was  built  in  1767,  and  haa  been  changed  ver7  little* 

The  old  colonial  owner-  Lieut.  Governor  &  then  Crown  Officer-  would  have  no 

difficulty  in  recognizing  the  place  from  whose  doorsteps-  now  as  then-  he 

vas  compelled  to  resign  his  royal  commisBion  at  the  outbreak  of  the 

Revolution. 

Our  own  house  is  thought  to  be  very  pretty.   It  represents  an  Knglish 

country  house  of  two  centvirleB  ago,  in  its  exterior,, 

Mrs.  Blgelow,  I  am  sorry  to  eay,  has  been  out  of  health  for  a  long  time, 

though  now  she  is  getting  better  &  I  hope  will  entirely  recover  before  long. 

I  em   quite  well.   With  kind  wishes  from  us  both. 

Affectionately  yours, 

//s//  Melville  Bigelow 

'^"W''  -^    - ■- -^"■^■.'     -w' 
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'■  •  IJrl  of  Hereford.' 

m.  Maud,  ,1.  of  Geoffrey  Filz-l'eler,  Earl  of  K^sex 
and  Chief  Justiciar.        They  had 
HuMHiiRtv  UE  BoHUN,  Esrl  of  Hereford  4:  Essex. 

whom.  (,-)  M.Mui.d.of  Rao„I.  Earlof  liu      I  l,ey  ha 
HUMPMREV  DK  BoHl-N  (,lied  in  his  fjiher's  lifetime). 
»ho  m.  i;:ieanor,  d.  and  co-lieir  of  William,  Baron 
de  Braose.     1  hey  h.nd 
HmiPHREv  DE  BoHUN,  E.irl  of  Hereford  &  Essex, 
»ho  ni.  Maud,  d.  of  Williaui,  llaron  de  Fienles.' 
^  llicy  had 
HUMPHREv  DE  BoEliw,  Earl  of  Hereford  &  Essex,  who 
"■    """' 1- of  King  fjjward  I.     (Sec  J,  below.) 


Earl  of  Winchester."  m.  (2')  Margaret.  ..,.c,  „, 
ir  of  Kol«il   l-il(.J>arntll,  [■jrl  of  Leicester.     They  had 
E  QiiiMcv   who  m.  Hugh  de  Vere.  Earl  of  Oxford.     They  had    ■  . 
.  vtRE,  who  m.  John  de  Courtenay,  Baron  of  Oakhampton.  Devoa 


They  had 
Mariiaret  de  BoHira,  who  m. 
''   Earl  of  Devon. 


I.     Kinij  Ed\ 


King  of  Cl 


Her 


l<"ti  ,   „.    II,  r.  Earl  of  Oxford,  ,     . 

ra.  Isabel,  d.  and  heir  of  Walter,  Baron  de  Eofcbec 
IHUCII   DE  Ve 

who  m.  Hawise,  d.  of  Seiher'de  Quinc^;  Eari  of 

Isabel  de  Veke,  who  ro,  John  de  Cou'ttoL^f,-' 
.  Baron  of  Oakhampton,  Devon.'.  Tbty  had"'' 
Hugh  DE,  Courtenay,  Baron  of  Oaih«nptoS^7 
;      who  m.  Eleanor,  d.  of  Hugh.  ^UOB  JPnScnMr  and  ^ 

Chief  Jfiticiar.    They  W    ,.^^-<|^^  ' 

HucH  01  CoDRTENAy.'EarLofDevbt''*^^**' 
■    who  m.  Agnes,  sister  of  Lord  St  Ji 
Hugh  de  Courienav,  Earl  of  DtK^i  ,, 

who  m.  Marg.iret,  d.  of  Humphrey  d«' 

Earl  of  Hen  -     ■  -   -        .    ■ .    -     -    1 

- '  ^i  :-  : ....  :.  • 
1.  (i")  Eleanor 

They  had  ''   , 


J  &  Essex.     They  had 

3.  MARCAKrr  DE  BonuN,  who  m.  Hugh  d.  Courtet^y,  EaH 

of  Devon.     They  had 

4.  Kdward  de  CoD»r>:NAr,  who  .0.  EmcUne,  d.  of  Sir  ] 

D  Auney.     They  had  t 

5.  .Sir  Hur.„  de  CouKrE.sAV,  who  m.  (3')  Maud,  d.  of  Sir 

John  Beaumont.     They  had 

6.  Margaret  de  Courtenav.  who  m.  Sir  Theobald 

Grenville.     They  had  ■     ^  , 

7-  Sir  WiLUAM  Grenvili^,  who  m.  Pliilippa,  4  of  '"     •    " 
William.  Lord  Bunville.     They  had 

8.  Thomas  Grewille,  who  m.  Elizabeth,  .later  of  Sir 

TheoUlId  Gorges.     They  had 

9.  Sir  TH0.SIAS  G>e.v„,LE,  who  m.  Isabella,  i   of  Otia'  •' 

Gilbert.     They  had 
.0.   Sir  Roger  Gre.vv,u.e,  who  m.  Margaret,  d.  and  co-heir  : 

of  Richard  Whilleigh.    They  had     . 
I  r.    A.MV  GREJ.VILI.E,  who  ro.  John  Drake,  Sheriff 

of  Devon.     They  had  ' 

■  2.   RobERT  Drake,  who  m.  Elizabeth,  d.  of  Humphrry 

Prideaux.     They  had  .         ■       , 

13.  W1LUA.M  Drake,  who  m.  Philippa,  d.  of  Sir  Robm 

Dennys.     They  had,.  .  I.      ,    -  , 

14.  John  Drake,  who  m.  Elizabeth  Rogetj,  and      - 

came.  A.D.  1630,  to  New  England. '  They  had         ^ 
IS-    Euz.BETH  Drake,  who  m   (2")  John  Elderkin.'        ■ 


They  had  '  ■ --;{*'    4f  vT!!?- 

■  8.   Si,....„.   .r.„. .__     (a')JaberBigelo'w''      . 


Susanna  Eujerx 
They      _ 
■  9-   JABF.Z  BIGEU3W,  who  m.  (f)  Almy  Gard 
They  had,  - 

20.  Job  Gardner'  Bigeibw,  who  m.  Thankfi 

They  had 

21.  W.i.,,,AM  Fnos  BiGEU)w.«hom.'(.-)Diiphne  Flore™: , 

.Mattison.     They  had  JJ^ 

22.  Melville  Madison  Bigelcw,  who  m.  (.")  Elizabeth     .'t^Uv 

Chaml^rlin  Bragg.     Tliey  had  / 

23.  Lesue  Melville  RiGELn> 


diner.        Mo.  ■iU^Ii.'^U*^^^  ...^    ^J^ 
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